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PREPARING OUR SCHOLARS
FOR SUCCESS IN LIFE

am often 
asked 
whether 

we are merely 
preparing our 
scholars to 
be successful 
on the state 
“test.” I say, 
“yes, and so 
much more.” 

Tell me this—would you feel good having  
doctors, lawyers, mechanics, electricians 
or any other profession provide you a 
service if they have not been able to pass 
assessments that measure their skill and 
knowledge in performing their craft? I 
think in most cases, your answer would 
be “no.” You would want a skilled person 
providing these services for you. 

Education is no different. Washington state 
learning standards represent the skills 
and knowledge each of our scholars need 
to be college and career ready. The state 
assessment is one critical measure that 
assesses their ability to perform at a level 
of proficiency that increases their likelihood 
of college, career and life success. We want 
all scholars in Federal Way Public Schools 
to achieve at the highest level on these 
assessments so they can compete for jobs 
with their peers in the region, across the 
state, and across the nation. 

We want so much more of our scholars in 
Federal Way Public Schools. We want them 
to be engaged, empathetic, community-
minded critical thinkers who are poised 
to make our world an even better place. 
This is why we are requiring 24 hours of 
community service for the graduating class 
of 2021 and beyond. We encourage scholar 
participation in extracurricular activities 
like debate, leadership, choir, band, drama, 
math club, robotics, sports, and other 
clubs because these types of experiences 
are essential in developing well rounded 
human beings who can “see” the world in 
its entirety. We want scholars who learn to 
resolve conflict through discourse and who 
right their wrongs by owning their mistakes 
and rebuilding trust in relationships—just 
like we do as adults.

So, yes, we do want our scholars to meet 
standards on state assessments. We are 
building a system in Federal Way Public 
Schools to ensure they do this no matter 
their school. However, we are focused on 
an even bigger outcome—we want every 
scholar in Federal Way Public Schools to 
accomplish their career goals while making 
our planet an even better place to live!

In partnership,

Our scholars having a clear 
career plan after high 
school is a new focus in 

Federal Way Public Schools. All 
high school scholars are now 
required to draft a career plan 
letter as part of our Strategic Plan 
Goal 5: Persistence to Graduation 
through Successful Transitions. 

The career plan letter is one piece 
of each scholar’s High School and 
Beyond Plan, and it is designed to 
help high school scholars determine 
career goals and ease the transition 
out of high school by outlining 
the steps required to achieve these 
goals. 

Scholars will begin writing this 
letter in the 9th grade and continue 
developing it throughout high 
school. Relevant coursework, 
community service, and other 
extracurricular experiences will be 
included to illustrate the progress 
each scholar is making toward their 
goals. During their senior year, 
scholars will finalize the letter and 

Federal Way Public Schools 
staff and the larger 
community believe that 
participation in community 

service activities plays an essential 
role in education.
These experiences broaden skills, expose scholars 
to new perspectives and build connections with our 
scholars and members of the community. In support 
of Strategic Plan Goal 2, Whole Child: Thriving, 
confident, responsible individuals, FWPS Class of 
2021 and beyond will be required to complete 24 hours 
of community service prior to being granted a high 
school diploma and participating in a commencement 
ceremony.

Community service will be a component of the High 
School and Beyond Plan, and the hours must be 
completed between the scholar’s freshman and senior 
years. 

Upon entering 
high school, 
scholars will be 
provided a list 
of expectations 
and information 
about the com-
munity service 
requirement. 
Research has 
shown that 
people who take 
great care in their 
decisions find community service more relevant and 
make more meaningful connections with their com-
munity. Scholars are encouraged to play an active role 
in the selection of their community service activities 
and seek input from their family members, friends, and 
school staff when making their decisions.

Community service expectations include:

•	 The work must be completed outside of regular class 
requirements, unpaid, and untied to any class credit.

•	 Must meet two of the following criteria:

•	 Community service provides a needed and viable 
service to a community agency or organization.

•	 Personalized pathways/career provides extended 
learning experience or 24 hours of unpaid, 
non-credit earning internship that may involve 
potential future employment.

•	 Personal growth represents a personal challenge 
that allows the scholar to grow through 
experiences that are a stretch for them.

•	 Must be pre-approved by parent and counselor.

•	 Must be monitored by an approved adult community 
supervisor.

At the conclusion of the community service activity, 
scholars will complete a reflection form, and will have 
the option of having a parent or community service 
mentor complete a review form evaluating the overall 
experience of working with the scholar. 
 

NEW GRADUATION REQUIREMENT FOR FWPS CLASS OF 2021

Community Service

include specific steps they will be 
taking post-graduation to achieve 
their career goals. 

Post-graduation plans could include:

•	 College acceptance; 

•	 Military service; 

•	 Trade/technical training; 

•	 Industry certification; or 

•	 Apprenticeship.

FWPS builds upon 
career focus with 
career plan letter

Certificate of Merit

✹
✹
✹

Scholars who demonstrate a strong 
commitment to community service —going 
above and beyond the required 24 hours of 
service—will receive a certificate of merit.  
A bronze-level designation on the 
certificate will be earned for completing 
80–99 hours of community service.  
A silver-level designation on the certificate 
is earned for completing 100–119 hours 
of community service, and a gold-level 
designation is earned for completing  
120 hours or more of community service. 

We want to be sure each scholar 

has a clear vision for a pathway 

beyond high school and how to 

accomplish his/her goals. The 

career plan letter will allow our 

scholars to outline their plans  

for success beyond high school.”
Dr. Tammy Campbell, Superintendent
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After high school, I want to be a 

physical therapist, so I spoke to 

a couple people that work in the 

medical field. They taught me a lot 

of things, and let me know physical 

therapists are in demand.”
A Todd Beamer High School sophomore

Many colleges, universities, apprenticeship programs 
and technical colleges were on-site to share program 
offerings to scholars of all ages.

Exploration Night
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District event 
showcases STEM 
college and career 
pathways  
for scholars

We want our  

scholars to start  

preparing now  

to access these high-

demand, high-wage  

college and career 

pathways.”
Dr. Tammy Campbell, 
Superintendent

FWPS PARTNERS WITH 
BUSINESSES to support 
engineering, manufacturing  
and industrial technology  
career pathways 

ederal Way Public Schools 
provides five career pathways 
to its high school scholars. The 
Engineering, Manufacturing, and 

Industrial Technology career pathway 
offers scholars industry relevant courses 
including Principles of Engineering, 
Aerospace Engineering, Composites 
Manufacturing and Drafting and Design 
Technology.   

To enhance knowledge obtained in the 
classroom, scholars are encouraged to 
gain experience in the real world. FWPS 
partners with local businesses and 
companies to help scholars successfully 
navigate critical transitions in their 
schooling to graduate from high school 
ready for college, career, and post-
secondary experiences. Partnerships 
with The Boeing Company, Omax 
Corporation and others provide scholars 
real world experience to prepare them 
for high demand careers in our region. 
Furthermore, these experiences will help 
our scholars to have a robust Career Plan 
Letter that outlines their next steps after 
graduation in order to realize their post-
secondary goals.  

To see a video, photo gallery and more 
information about the Engineering, 
Manufacturing and Industrial Technology 
pathway, or the other career pathways 
FWPS offers, visit our website here: www.
fwps.org/Page/2356.

Superintendent 
Campbell with 
the STEM 
Exploration 
Night t-shirt 
design winner, 
FWHS scholar 
Harnoop Kaur

Student-scholars 
participated in 
a “hack-a-thon” 
computer coding 
competition.

Scholars are able to access equipment used 
in industry to prepare them for careers in 
engineering. Pictured in this photo are FWHS 
students using a CNC machine.

 
DISTRICT BATTLE OF BOOKS 
EVENT to showcase 3rd–5th 
graders’ reading skills 

Scholars from across the district 
will test their reading skills at the 
Battle of Books event scheduled 
for April 20, 7 p.m., at Todd 

Beamer High School. Before the April 20 
Battle of the Books competition, students 
in grades three through five work in teams 
of four and read a selection of 16 books. 
Students are asked questions based on 
plot, characters, setting and author of each 
book. Points are awarded for each correct 
answer, and the team with the highest 
score at the end of the competition will 
be declared school champion. School 
champions then represent each school 
for the District Battle of the Books 
competition. Events like these get 
scholars excited about reading and are 
in direct support of Goal 4, Content-Area 
Competence: Mastery of All Subjects. 

Scholars 
speak to 
businesses 
like Hexcel 
about career 
options.

http://www.fwps.org/Page/2356
http://www.fwps.org/Page/2356
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Washington state ranks #1 nationally 
in the concentration of STEM related 
jobs, yet the state ranks 47th in degrees 
to pursue these fields. In the last ten 
years, growth in STEM jobs has been 
three times greater than non-STEM jobs, 
and the average salary for STEM jobs at 
$85,570, is nearly double the average 
salary, $47,230, for all occupations 
according the U.S. Department of Labor.

“We want our scholars to start 
preparing now to access these high-
demand, high-wage college and career 
pathways,” said Dr. Tammy Campbell, 
FWPS superintendent. “The goal of 

Over 3,000 in 
attendance at our 
first annual STEM 
Exploration Night

STEM Exploration 
Night is for scholars 
to walk away 
with knowledge 
and direction in 
whatever career 
path they may 
choose, and steps 
on how to get 
there. Events like these can change the 
trajectory for our scholars, and spark an 
interest in a subject area they had not 
previously known existed.” 

The event focused on highlighting five 
high-demand STEM career pathways in 
the greater Puget Sound region:
•	 Computer science;
•	 Engineering;
•	 Environmental science;
•	 Health science; and
•	 Manufacturing and construction.

More than 80 booths were present, 
including local colleges and businesses, 
to provide information about STEM 
related opportunities. Attendees 
included Boeing, McKinstry, Google, Fred 
Hutch Cancer Research Center, Hexcel, 
University of Washington Tacoma and 
Highline College. 

Director of Engineering, Kristina Sing, 
represented McKinstry at the event. Sing 
said, “It was fun just engaging the kids 
to find out what really jazzed them. One 
activity scholars enjoyed was looking 
into a ball valve, and watching the ball 
rotate while I turned the handle.”

One of the most popular attractions 
was scholars being able to interact 
with FIRST Robotics programs from 
Federal Way High School and nationally 
ranked Thomas Jefferson High School. 
Attendees took turns operating a robot 
that TAF Academy middle school FIRST 
Tech Challenge scholars built. In addition, 
FWPS middle school scholars offered 
attendees opportunities to program 
sumo bots to push an opponent out of 
the ring, and program robots to do “the 
wave.” 

FEBRUARY 23, 2017

T he site at the brand 
new Federal Way High 
School beamed with 
brand new modern 

learning environments, thanks to 
local voter support. This event 
invited all attendees to experience 
career pathways in science, 
technology, engineering and  
math (STEM).

FWPS lighthouse schools—Nautilus 
K–8 and Woodmont K–8—displayed 
the project based STEM learning 
opportunities available at their school 
sites. Woodmont’s engineering challenge 
tasked scholars with building a bridge 
out of drinking straws to span a certain 
distance and bear a specific amount 
of weight. Prior to the event, Nautilus 
scholars used the “rube goldberg” 
machine model which asks participants 
to over-engineer a device to perform 
a simple task in a complicated fashion, 
generally including a chain reaction. 
Teams of Nautilus scholars each built 
a segment of one machine, and then 
came together as a class to figure out 
how to combine each segment so that 
a marble could travel through the entire 
machine. This machine was on display at 
STEM Exploration Night.

Teachers and scholars from Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) computer 
science courses and clubs hosted their 
own version of a computer coding 
“hack-a-thon.” Well known in the 
professional community, a hack-a-thon 
is when a group of computer science 
experts get together to discuss a specific 
problem, and work to design a tool or 
solution to address the problem. At 
STEM Exploration Night, the goal was to 
introduce scholars of all ages to coding 
fundamentals.

We look forward to continued 
partnerships with apprenticeship 
programs, higher education, businesses 
and others at this annual event to build 
our scholars’ awareness of post-high 
school STEM pursuits.

My son loved making a robot. 

Thank you to the sixth grade 

robotics club volunteers who 

showed him how to make it!”
A parent sharing her kindergartener’s
experience at the event 

FWPS’ STEM REGION  
CONTINUES TO EXPAND  
THROUGH TAF@SAGHALIE 

n 2008 Federal Way Public Schools 
and TAF opened TAF Academy, a sixth 
through 12th-grade neighborhood 
choice STEM school, as the only 
school in Washington state that is 

co-managed by a school district and a 
nonprofit. Since its opening, TAF Academy 
has developed into an award winning 
school with 95 percent on-time graduation, 
100 percent college acceptance and 91 
percent college entrance. In addition, 
for five years in a row TAF Academy has 
been awarded the school of distinction 
for being in the top 5 percent of schools 
in Washington to show scholar growth in 
math and reading. 

In the 2017–18 school year, TAF Academy 
will move to Saghalie Middle School 
creating TAF@Saghalie. The merge of TAF 
Academy and Saghalie Middle School 
scholars will begin in the 2017–18 school 
year and will continue over the course of 
three years with all scholars, from both 
programs, housed on the Saghalie campus.

Using the successful academic model of 
TAF Academy, the new school—TAF@
Saghalie—will be the center of a district 
effort to create a STEM Region by 
improving the academic program and 
outcomes of Saghalie Middle School and 
over time the academic program and 
outcomes of elementary schools that fully 
or partially feed into Saghalie: Olympic 
View, Brigadoon and Green Gables 
elementary schools.

The merger will build upon staff expertise 
and TAF Academy resources as well 
as the current STEM focus at Saghalie. 
Project-based learning in STEM is 
geared toward improving the academic 
achievement and increasing access to 
high-quality college and career learning 
opportunities for more student-scholars 
in Federal Way. Washington ranks 1 in the 
concentration of STEM jobs, and the STEM 
economy is projected to continue to grow. 

The decision aims to increase scholar 
achievement and post-secondary 
preparedness using an award winning 
model. “We are excited for the TAF@
Saghalie merger which shows our district-
wide commitment to creating a K–12 
STEM Region,” said Dr. Tammy Campbell, 
superintendent of FWPS. “Our scholars will 
be more prepared for college and career by 
enhancing our STEM demonstration sites.” 

“We are excited about giving more scholars 
the opportunity to succeed so they can 
position themselves to create the world 
they envision, personally, communally, 
nationally and globally,” said Trish Millines 
Dziko, TAF’s executive director.

For more information and the TAF@Saghalie 
timeline, visit our website at  
www.fwps.org.

TAF Academy scholars present 
their project at a TAFA Exhibition 
earlier this year.

Scholars 
explored 
aerospace 
careers.

Board Directors 
Liz Drake, 
Claire Wilson, 
and Carol 
Gregory join 
Superintendent 
Dr. Campbell 
for an exciting 
night engaging 
scholars and 
families.
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33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way WA 98003

NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools complies with 
all applicable state and federal laws and 
regulations regarding nondiscrimination 
and equal employment opportunities. 
Contact information and procedures 
for filing a complaint or to seek further 
information can be found at: www.fwps.
org/nondiscrimination-statement.
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A voice. A dream.
A BRIGHT future.
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Since the Federal Way 
High School grand ribbon 
cutting and community 
tours in October 2016, 

construction and other project 
crews have been hard at work 
marching towards the slated 
completion year of 2018. Many 
advancements have been made 
including:

•	 Concrete has been poured for the 
back of the theater seating and 
steps.

•	 Theater electrical installation.

•	 Landscaping is complete in the 
inner courtyard.

•	 Footings have been poured for 
the balance of the commons and 
the new gymnasium areas, and 
structural steel is being installed.

•	 The new waterjet has been 
installed in the shop classroom 
and is operational.

 
More  

Federal Way  
High School tour 

opportunities 
coming this  

spring!

Our scholars have really enjoyed 
using the portions of the new 
building that are complete. Here’s 
a sampling of what scholars are 
particularly excited about: 

“I felt right at home when I first walked 
into the new building. The new 
building is very clean, big and modern. 
My favorite parts about it are the water 
bottle filters and the new library.”  
Christina Nguyen, Class of 2019

“Everything about this school is 
amazing: the modern architecture, 
modern technology and beautiful 
views. I thank everyone who helped 
plan and build this amazing school.”  
Anthony Burrough, Class of 2018

“I am very thankful to be learning in 
the new Federal Way High School. 
The modernized technology greatly 
improves our education and is 
inspiring forward-thinking among 
the whole scholar body.”  
Bella Adekoya, Class of 2017

“The lab rooms 
have more space 
and newer things. 
Scholars are able 
to participate in 
more lab activities 
and science 
classes which 
could possibly 
spark their 
interest to go into 
science majors.”  
Nailah Lawrence, 
Class of 2017

Thank you for those of you who joined us October 21 & 22 for 
the ribbon cutting and community tours as we celebrated the 
latest phase of the construction at Federal Way High School!

Check out the latest FWHS progress!
This construction 
project wouldn’t be 
possible without 
our community’s 
support. Thank 
you to our voters 
for helping build 
our scholars’ 
futures!
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FWPS LAUNCHES FACILITIES 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

With the launch of our new strategic 
plan, Federal Way Public Schools 
has a roadmap for improvement. 

This year, the district recruited a broad-based 
committee of over 100 parents, community leaders, 
public officials, staff and scholars to form the 
Facilities Planning Committee. The purpose of this 
committee is to:

•	 Establish a shared understanding of our current 
reality related to Federal Way Public Schools 
facilities;

•	 Establish a shared vision of future opportunities 
and possibilities related to Federal Way Public 
Schools facilities; and

•	 Make a recommendation to the community 
and the superintendent for Phase 2 school 
construction, remodeling and/or modernization 
for voter consideration.

For more information about the forums and the 
work of the committee, visit www.fwps.org/
Page/4585.

Attend a community forum to hear the preliminary 
recommendations from the work of our Facilities 
Planning Committee, and provide input towards 
a bond package that will modernize facilities 
to support 21st century learning environments 
preparing our scholars for college and career. 

•	 Thursday,	April	13, 5:30–7:00 p.m.,  
Federal Way High School

•	 Monday,	April	17, 5:30–7:00 p.m.,  
Thomas Jefferson High School 

•	 Thursday,	April	20, 5:30–7:00 p.m.,  
Decatur High School 

•	 Wednesday,	April	26, 5:30–7:00 p.m.,  
Educational Service Center

•	 Thursday,	April	27, 5:30–7:00 p.m.,  
Todd Beamer High School 

Light refreshments provided. Interpreters will be 
provided. (Spanish, Russian, Korean and American 
Sign Language at all sites; Somali and Arabic 
interpreters will also be available at Thomas 
Jefferson only.) Childcare provided upon request; 
shuttle transportation available. Call 253-945-2043.

FWHS
TOURS

 THURSDAY
APRIL 13
4 & 4:30 PM

Look 
inside!

http://www.fwps.org/nondiscrimination-statement
http://www.fwps.org/nondiscrimination-statement
http://www.fwps.org/Page/4585
http://www.fwps.org/Page/4585

